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Tony Clark’s Design for a Chinoiserie Landscape, is an extension of  a continuous project begun over thirty years 
ago which explores the space between the decorative arts, fine art and design. For Clark, an Australian-born artist living 
between Australia and Europe, Chinoiserie – a popular decorative style in eighteenth-century Western art characterized 
by the use of  Chinese motifs and techniques – presents a way of  considering the multifaceted socio-cultural identity of  
the Asia-Pacific region. Painted in a restricted four-colour palette of  blue, rose pink, sienna and black and combining 
both chinoiserie and classical motifs, these new works reference decorative textiles and mosaics, alluding to their use as 
designs for the interior decoration of  a notional building, Villa Sino-Romana, a conceit which underlies the entire series.
 
Clark’s interest in design, the notion of  a painting alluding to something other than itself, is fundamental to his artistic 
practice. This conceptual framework, as opposed to coming from a position of  ‘pure’ painting – an area Clark has oper-
ated in over the course of  more than thirty years – is used to explore the possibilities of  the decorative in the context of  
fine art. Breaking down these distinctions, Clark’s Design for a Chinoiserie Landscape asks where the line is drawn; 
both between art and design, and in a broader sense between co-existing socio-cultural identities.

Maquette for an avian textile, 2018, acrylic on canvas, 200 x 200 cm
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Tony Clark began exhibiting in Melbourne where he 
was immersed in the city’s experimental art and music 
scene. He has an ongoing interest in landscape and the 
history of  style and taste. Although born in Canberra, 
Clark grew up in Europe – London and Rome – and 
emerged as an artist in late 1970s Melbourne, a time 
when the DIY aesthetic prevailed. He first exhibited in 
the context of  John Nixon’s Art Projects in Melbourne, 
where conceptual and punk qualities appeared hand-
in-hand. Now based primarily in Sicily and Germany, 
Clark views himself  as an Australian artist working 
from an Australian perspective, creating his own unique 
form of  ‘punk classicism’.
 
In a career spanning four decades Clark has exhibited 
extensively, both nationally and internationally. A ma-
jor retrospective of  his work, Tony Clark – Public and Pri-
vate Paintings 1982–1998, was held at Heide Museum of  
Modern Art, Melbourne in 1998. He was also included 
in the prestigious Documenta IX, 1992 in Kassel, Germa-
ny; A Bird in the Hand: Paintings by Tony Clark and John Wol-
seley, La Trobe University Visual Arts Centre, Bendigo 
and Art Gallery of  New South Wales, Sydney, 2006; 
and Nick Cave - The Exhibition, Arts Centre, Melbourne 
2007. His work is included in numerous public collec-
tions across Australia including the Art Gallery of  New 
South Wales, Sydney; Museum of  Contemporary Art, 
Sydney; National Gallery of  Victoria, Melbourne; and 
the National Portrait Gallery of  Australia, Canberra. 
Clark has also exhibited at Art Stage Singapore 2017 
and Art Basel Hong Kong 2017.

Maquette for a Chinoiserie textile, 2018
acrylic and ink on canvas, 104 x 78.5 cm
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