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Turning Playboy bunny image on its head
DAVID Walsh, private collector, professional 
gambler and agent provocateur, has unveiled 
his latest artistic offering to Melbourne at the 
Republic Tower on La Trobe Street.

The work, by Polly Borland, an Australian artist 
now living in Britain, features a woman she 
saw on the street in 2003.

"She was extremely tall and captivating in her 

style, like a 1950s starlet," Borland told The 
Guardian newspaper in May. "One day, it just 
came to me that I should be taking photos of 
her. So I found out she was called Gwen and 
where she worked, and marched in there and 
gave her my phone number."

The work at Republic is called Untitled III 
(2004-05), from Borland's Bunny series.

Walsh is the man behind Hobart's $75 million 
Museum of Old and New Art, set to open in 
2010. Among its challenging themes are sex, death, religion and evolution.

In Melbourne, Walsh is probably best known as the private collector who snatched John Brack's 

painting The Bar from the National Gallery of Victoria's grasp, paying $3.12 million for the work at 
a Sotheby's auction two years ago.

The La Trobe Street site was originally curated by the Visible Art Foundation. It was relaunched by 

Walsh in July. The last work displayed there was Del Kathryn Barton's the hole of everything, 
featuring a multi-breasted mythological creature.

The Borland billboard will be up for three to four months.
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Big bunny: Polly Borland's Untitled III rears up at the Republic 

Tower on La Trobe Street



Yesterday, the response from pedestrians was predictably mixed. "I like it," said Elijah Ungvary, 
24. "It stops people in their tracks, it has a Donnie Darko feel about it, and I'm a big fan of that 
(film)."

Abigail Carlos, 42, called the image "obnoxious".

"It is not appropriate," she said. "This is a professional environment — we are at the legal end of 
Melbourne — and look at that picture. I don't know what it is trying to portray. It shouldn't be 
there, maybe near Federation Square."

Graeme Thomson, 57, described himself as an art lover. "It's confronting," he said. "It's right at 
you, it affects me, and it's good."

Jake Burrell, 19, said: "I'm not offended … I don't actually know what I'm seeing, but I like it."

Junee Waites, 66, said: "I like the old one (by Barton). This one doesn't have much interest in it, 
it's boring … Even though the last one had lots of boobs, it was so intricate, it was so fascinating, 
and you could look at it because of the world of art in it."
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