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September 8, 2017 6:00pm 
  

A COMPELLING, edgy portrait by Melbourne-born photographic 
artist Polly Borland has won this year’s $25,000 Josephine Ulrick 
and Win Schubert Photography Award. 

A world-renowned photographer whose subjects have included Sir Kingsley 
Amis, Cate Blanchett, Nick Cave, Rolf Harris and the Queen, Borland lives in 
Los Angeles with her husband, director John Hillcoat. 

Ms Borland’s award win, announced on the Gold Coast tonight, will see Two 
Heads acquired as part of the Gold Coast City Gallery collection. 



	  
	  
	  
	  

Melbourne-born  photographic  artist  Polly  
Borland’s  work  Two  Heads  has  won  this  year’s  
$25,000  Josephine  Ulrick  and  Win  Schubert  
Photography  Award.  

An initiative of the Josephine Ulrick and Win 
Schubert Foundation, the 2017 award 
honours the memory of Gold Coaster Win 
Schubert AO (1937-2017) and her 
extraordinary generosity as a lifelong 
custodian of Australian photography, art and 
creativity. 
 
A philanthropist and art lover extraordinaire, 
Mrs Schubert founded one of Australia’s 
foremost art galleries and gifted more than 
100 artworks to public galleries including the 
Queensland Gallery of Modern Art, 
Queensland Art Gallery and Gold Coast City 
Gallery. 
 
The 2017 awards were judged by Queensland 
Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern Art 
(QAGOMA) director Chris Saines, who hailed 
Two Heads as a compelling, edgy and 
uncanny photograph. 
 
“Simultaneously enigmatic and fetishistic, its 
subject’s upper torso and head is pressed into 
a stretched stocking,” he said. 
 
“This wilful distortion of the portrait 
convention gives the figure the outline of a 
babushka doll, whose image is mirrored 
(Rorschach blot-like) top and bottom rather 
than side-by-side. 
 
“It’s an intriguing essay in pictorial and 
psychological contradiction and, as if engaged 
in some wilfully corrupted version of the 
Narcissus myth, I found it hard to look away. 
 
“It was, in the end, the photograph to which I 
found myself returning most often.” 
 
The most coveted and generous photography 
prize for contemporary photography in 
Queensland and second largest in Australia, 
the award is presented by Gold Coast City 
Gallery. 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Josephine  Ulrick  and  Win  Schubert  Photography  Award  2017  finalist  Darren  Sylvester’s  work  Broken  Model  
will  join  the  Gold  Coast  City  Gallery’s  impressive  collection  of  contemporary  Australian  photography.  

As part of an additional $25,000 for acquisitions, Darren Sylvester’s broken Model 
and Danie Mellor’s The Distance (envisioning Girrugarr) will also join the gallery’s 
impressive collection of contemporary Australian photography. 
 
More than 300 submissions were received for this year’s awards, which offered a 
substantially increased first prize. 
 
Gold Coast City Gallery director Tracy cooper-Lavery said art prizes such as the 
Josephine Ulrick and Win Schubert Photography Award helped raise the city’s 
profile as a home of art and culture. 
 
“We are well and truly setting the scene for our future new gallery and cultural 
orecinct due in 2020,” she said. 
 
The Josephine Ulrick and Win Schubert Photography Award 2017 finalists’ work 
will be displayed at Gold Coast City Gallery as part of a free exhibition until October 
22. 


