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Polly Borland Polly Borland is one of Australia's most successful photographers, known primarily for 

her revealing portraits of acclaimed personalities, even though she moved to the UK in 1989. Some of 

her most well known are a nude Germaine Greer and The Queen, officially taken for a Golden Jubilee 

Portfolio. Borland's photograph of Elizabeth II is certainly among her more unsettling portraits. We are 

not used to seeing The Queen in such bright light, in such imperfect detail and close proximity. - 

Magda Keaney, Former curator, National Portrait Gallery. While Borland established her career through 

major portrait commissions and reportage, particularly for Australian Vogue, since 2000 her projects 

and exhibitions have primarily chronicled documentary and collaborative subjects. She is also known 

for regularly shooting for prestigious UK and US publications that includes The New Yorker, The New 

York Times, Vanity Fair, Detials, The Independent and Dazed and Confused. In 1994 her talents were 

recognised when she took out the acclaimed John Kobal Photographic Portrait Award. Later, in 1999 

she was one of six leading internationally revered Australian editorial photographers to be involved in 

the exhibition, Glossy: Faces Magazines Now at the National Portrait Gallery, Canberra. During 2000 

and 2001 Borland undertook a series called Australians, which showcased significant Australians 

making their mark in the UK, with subjects including Kylie Minogue and the vice-chancellor of 

Cambridge University, Sir Alec Boers. Borland's most recent body of work ferries the viewer through 

images that explore femininity, deconstructing the idea of the Playboy bunny in today's world, 

featuring primarily images of real-life giant woman, Gwen. The book also includes a poem by Nick 

Cave and a fairytale from Will Self. Her previous book was The Babies, an intimate look into a sub-

culture of grown men known as infantilists – people who still act as if they were babies. Without 

judgement, Borland captures grown men and transvestites wearing diapers, dresses, cluthing teddy 

bears and sleeping in cribs. Currently she's serving as a mentor in the Qantas Spirit of Youth Awards 

and her work will be displayed as part of MONA's Theatre of the World exhibition running from June 

2012 until April 2013.
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