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Polly Borland Q&A
The Australian photographer directs and dresses anonymous models for her new 
series ‘Smudge'.

A leading portrait photographer before moving to the UK from her native Australia in 1989, Polly 

Borland has earned her reputation for specializing in stylized portraiture and offbeat reportage. Her 

subjects have included Gordon Brown, Cate Blanchett, Jarvis Cocker and she was one of eight 

photographers chosen to photograph the Queen for her Golden Jubilee. 

Smudge, which opens at Other Criteria Gallery this month, is the first major series of photographs in 

which Borland directs and dresses anonymous models according to her own visual language. Borland 

manipulates and changes her models’ presence through a series of visual devices, costume and light 

to produce an arresting and ambiguous subject. 

Talking about the series, Borland says, ‘It’s sort of about this idea of revealing and hiding at the same 

time. The pictures are kind of childlike, but there’s something very sinister and seedy about them as 

well. There’s that real sexual tension in a lot of them that is very un-childlike.’ 
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What's the greatest picture you didn't take? 

I haven't taken it yet! 

Which photographer would you most like to (a) work with (b) talent spot? 

(a) Diane Arbus, (b) I haven't discovered them yet. 

What keeps you awake at night? 

Relationships. 

If you hadn't have become a photographer what would you have like to have been? 

An actress. 

Do you have a life philosophy? 

Love. 

How do you germinate ideas for your work? 

I live and breathe... 

You in three words: 

Funny, complicated, loving. 

What advice would you give to your 16 year old self? 

That I wasn't fat and unattractive!!!! To feel comfortable in one's own skin. 

Smudge is at Other Criteria, London, 18th March – 7th April 2011.
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